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One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

Significance Questions

3. This is an excerpt form page 56, it’s a dialogue between Mc Murphy and Harding. They are talking about Miss Ratched. Harding keeps saying that she’s a good person and that all she wants is to cure her patients. He defends her mainly because he’s afraid of her. Mc Murphy can’t believe his ears; he sees the despotic and manipulating behaviours of the Big Nurse, and try to convince Harding that she’s pecking them in the balls. We can understand from this part that Miss Ratched is the real enemy in the hospital. 

4. On page 109, Mc Murphy is talking to Fredrickson (and to the group of the Acutes at the same time) about breaking the window to get out of the hospital. He’s betting with everyone that he’s able to lift a very heavy panel. Unfortunately, he doesn’t succeed; the panel is way too heavy for him. It’s a symbolic manner to show that the hospital is a place we can’t escape easily, and that Mc Musphy is a normal man after all, that he might not be the savior he seemed to be for the acutes.

5. In this excerpt, Mc Murphy is trying to have over twenty votes to watch TV on the evening. Unfortunately, there’s not enough people that are able to vote to have the majority. There are forty patients in the room, and twenty of them are chronics. When miss Ratched sees that Mc Murphy doesn’t have the majority, she feels that he may have his votes through the chronics, so she closes the reunion very fast. She’s aware of Mc Murphy’s power towards the patients, and she absolutely don’t want to lose her authority. She also doesn’t want to have the blame of not letting the patient watch TV, so she propose a vote where she’s sure she will win. (page 124)

7. Mc Murphy finally discovers why he shouldn’t have messed with miss Ratched because she’s the one who decides who must stay in the hospital and who must leave.  He really want to get out of there and sees that the other patients are very weak towards miss Ratched’s power. And after this, he discovers that most of the patients aren’t committed. He thinks that they are not nuts at all and that they should be going outside instead of staying in this awfull hospital.

